Annex


Record Participation in this summers Stenhammar competition


The third edition of Stenhammar competition is arranged in Norrköping June 8 to 17 with a record participation of 83 young singers from no fewer than 29 countries. WSIMC has thus grown to become Scandinavia's biggest song contest. 
- This years field of contesters will be difficult to surpass. The competition has really got much international attention, says Sonja Stenhammar, founder and artistic director of WSIMC. 

Wilhelm Stenhammar International Music Competition (WSIMC) is a song contest in the classical music of the utmost class. It is held for the third time in De Geer Hall in cooperation with the Norrköping Symphony Orchestra, SON. 
- This is tomorrow's Luciano Pavarotti and Birgit Nilsson, who is here given the chance to prove themselves before the international jury, said Sonja Stenhammar. 
The jury consists of seven big names in the world of opera, with the Court Opera Singer Kerstin Meyer as Chairman. (See Annex) 

A wide international interest. 
This competition will be attended by Heads of opera houses from Strasbourg, Mulhouse, Colmar, Dusseldorf, Duisburg, Stockholm, Gothenburg, Corona, Cairo, Alexandria and from Qatar. 
- One of the reasons to the immense interest is the international success as finalists in the two previous competitions have been reached. The competition has really got a reputation for world-class, says Sonja Stenhammar. 
 - A beacon for us is that all the candidates, not just the winner, will go from here with a variety of positive experiences in their baggage, "said Sonja Stenhammar, who for 25 years herself was on the scene around the world. 
- Young talents from around the globe travel to Norrköping to prove themselves to specialists. We have seen the world careers born in this city, and I do not think this year's competition will be something exceptional, says Olof Stenhammar, Chairman of Wilhelm Stenhammars foundation, which accounts for the arrangements. 
- There will be 10 days of great music experience in Norrköping and I eagerly look forward to closing the evening with the ten finalists, continues Olof Stenhammar. 

Princess Christina inaugurates. 
The 2010 event will begin with a Gala Concert on 8 June. Princess Christina will inaugurate the Stenhammar competition on the scene, before an audience including the new governor of Östergötland Elisabeth Nilsson. 

(For programs, etc.. See Annex to this message) 
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Wilhelm Stenhammar International Music Competition 2010 

Gala Concert - June 8 

WSIMC opens with a Gala Concert, opened by Princess Christina. The New governor of Östergötland Elisabeth Nilsson will attend. 

- We have managed bring Layla Claire and Chul Ho Jang as soloists to this Gala. Both previous winners in WSIMC, and both are now established on the international opera houses, says Sonja Stenhammar.

- During the concert will also by Excelsior! by Wilhelm Stenhammar be performed. He is a much more famous composer abroad than he is here in Sweden. Finland has been good at highlighting their Jean Sibelius, and in the same way, Norway has made their Edvard Grieg known. But Wilhelm Stenhammar is a very important neo-romantic composer, "says Sonja Stenhammar. 

9 to 12 June First round contest. 

All candidates will be singing 15 minutes from the repertoire that they themselves have chosen for the contest. They are accompanied on piano by, among others, Anna Margulis, one of the foremost pianists in Russia. The requirement for first round is that it contains a minimum of an opera aria. 

The first two rounds have free admission. Visitors can come and go and listen as they wish. 

The competition will be going on between at 10:00 to 18:15 at the De Geeerhall in Norrköping.

June 13 to 15 Second round, 

Where about 30 of the candidates going to make another 25 min with the piano. There it is compulsory to include singing by Stenhammar and a work of a contemporary Swedish composer: Hans Gefors or Daniel Börtz. The jury is free to choose the rest of the minutes for each candidate from his/her selected repertoire. 

- There are high requirements for admission to this contest. But that is because the requirements for width of a singer's expertise is much greater today. Therefore, we have put together a contest where they are forced to sing works from three different centuries, in various languages and from genres including oratorios and Lieder, "said Sonja Stenhammar. 

June 17 is the Final Concert:

With 10 candidates selected by the jury. They then sing two arias accompanied by the orchestra SON. They compete for prizes in a total of 270 000 SEK, including the audience prize. But at least as important as the prize money, is that a number of heads of opera houses will be in the audiences, invited to offer roles on their opera stages. 

- It's very difficult for newly trained singers to get a job, so most people come here to prove themselves, rather than to win money, says Sonja Stenhammar. 

Only the Gala Concert and the Final Concert will cost entrance. First and second round are free to go in and listen to some of the most promising singers in the world! You can come and go as you wish between the singers performances.

Jury: 

President Kerstin Meyer (Sweden) 
Mezzo Soprano Court Singer

Nader Abbassi 
(Egypt / Switzerland) 
Conductor, Opera Director Cairo and Qatar 

Alfio Grasso 
(Italy) 
Baritone 

Ping Gu 
(China) 
Tenor and Professor Shanghai 

Kondina Olga 
(Russia) 
Soprano and Professor St. Petersburg 

Tom Krause 
(Finland), 
Bass Baritone, Professor and Kammersänger 

Catarina Ligendza 
(Sweden / Germany) 
Soprano and Kammersängerin

